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Morality and Its Necessity in Contemporary Society

Author: Turan Freethinker

Introduction

Throughout human history, philosophers, thinkers, and social reformers have emphasized a single
enduring truth: no society can remain healthy, stable, or capable of flourishing without morality.
Whenever human beings have attempted to organize society through force, wealth, political power, or by
relying on blind fanaticism and rigid religious doctrines, the outcome has been oppression, injustice, and
collapse. The bitter lessons of history reveal that strict legalism, authoritarian governance, and religious
dogmatism, despite their internal rules, have never succeeded in building a prosperous and harmonious
society. They do not do so today and will not do so in the future. Ethics and morality are the central pillar
of social life, the element that no other force can replace. It is morality that humanizes interactions,
nurtures empathy and solidarity, and creates the conditions for justice, freedom, and human flourishing.
In the absence of morality, wealth becomes a tool of oppression, power becomes an instrument of tyranny,
and religion becomes a means of violence and suppression. If we look at the world today, we see that
major crisis, from corruption to war and poverty, all stem from the erosion of moral values. In facing these
challenges, morality is the only guiding light capable of directing humanity toward a just, humane, and
flourishing society.

Before continuing, it is necessary to define morality clearly. In its simplest sense, morality is a set of
principles and standards that guide human behavior in relation to others, including animals and the natural
world. Morality determines what is right and what is wrong, what is admirable and what is harmful. It
illuminates how we ought to live so that we may achieve well-being for ourselves while contributing to a
healthy and humane society. Morality differs from law because law relies on coercion and punishment,
whereas morality arises from awareness, rational reflection, experience, and inner conviction. Morality is
also not identical with religious commandments. One may be religious yet behave immorally, and another
may have no religion yet live in a highly moral manner. morality is therefore independent of both religion
and law, even though it may at times coincide with them. Throughout this article, morality refers to
principles grounded in knowledge, rationality, experience, empathy, justice, and social responsibility.

This essay presents seven fundamental points concerning the importance of morality and the means
through which societies can cultivate moral life. These points distill the insights of great thinkers and the
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historical experiences of humanity, offering guidance for our present society and for the future of our
children.

First: The Necessity of Morality

Social life gains meaning only when it rests upon morality, especially universal morality. No society can
endure without it, because morality regulates human conduct and creates a healthy relationship between
the individual and the community. Empathy, justice, mutual respect, and responsibility are the principles
that sustain social trust and collective flourishing. In the absence of morality, society becomes a field of
domination, deception, corruption, and distrust, resulting in the disintegration of human relationships.
History shows that societies which abandon morality ultimately fall into violence, authoritarianism, and
stagnation. No political, economic, or religious system has ever succeeded in ensuring genuine human
well-being without grounding itself in moral principles. Morality gives meaning to progress and ensures
that it serves all, not merely a privileged group. Many civilizations collapsed because their people
collectively abandoned moral living. A society without morality is like a structure slowly eaten from within,
destined to fall apart sooner or later. Yet creating a moral society is difficult because people have diverse
desires, interests, and perspectives. For this reason, philosophers throughout history have tried both to
clarify the necessity of morality and to identify ways through which societies can gradually advance along
an ethical path.

Second: The Role of Rationality in Building Moral Societies

The world is full of questions. The number of questions humanity faces far exceeds the number of answers
it possesses. Reason, although a powerful instrument, is always in progress. What we don’t know is
limitless, and it is unlikely that all unknowns will ever become known. Therefore, reason cannot provide
absolute answers in all concrete matters. As knowledge expands, new questions arise and earlier answers
must be revised. This presents no problem for rationality itself. The problem emerges when individuals
claim absolute knowledge in a world where uncertainty is the rule. Throughout history such claimants
have appeared under the guise of religion and spiritual authority. By promising access to hidden truths,
they have constructed moral and social order upon illusion and falsehood. History shows that such
deception results in intellectual, psychological, and social catastrophe. If morality is built upon such claims,
it will eventually become clear that they were grounded in falsehoods. Those who claim complete
knowledge inevitably fabricate lies to sustain their authority, and these lies infiltrate the moral life of
society. A community that abandons reason becomes vulnerable to myths and illusions. Morality must
therefore rest on rationality and experience. Rationality shows why human well-being matters, how to
navigate the limits of knowledge, how to distinguish right from wrong, and how to decide based on
evidence and argument. A society that uses reason approaches truth more closely and allows morality to
take root.
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Third: Avoiding Irrational Discourse

If morality is to rest upon rationality, society must reject statements that contradict reason, regardless of
the speaker’s title or status. A claim may come from a renowned philosopher or a respected religious
leader, yet if it conflicts with reason, it cannot serve as a moral standard. Reason permits no immunity.
Rationality requires accepting what is supported by evidence and rejecting what undermines it. A society
seeking moral life must have the courage to dismiss irrational claims even when spoken by revered figures.
Accepting such claims opens the way to dogmatism, prejudice, intellectual authoritarianism, and
superstition, thus diverting morality from its genuine path. Such a society must cultivate critical thinking
and inquiry. Questioning, doubting, and critique keep reason alive and prevent dogma from dominating
social life. No question should be treated as final. Every theory and solution is valid only until further
notice, that is, until new evidence revises it. A society open to critique keeps morality dynamic, adaptable,
and alive.

Fourth: The Shared Destiny of Human Beings

A fundamental ethical principle is that human beings share a common nature or at least a common destiny.
No individual can live entirely apart from others. The well-being or suffering of one group eventually affects
all. If poverty and hardship surround us, we cannot achieve genuine peace. The image of a shared ship
best illustrates this truth. If the ship reaches the shore safely, all survive. If it sinks, all perish. This simple
image conveys a profound ethical insight: we succeed together or we fail together. Environmental issues
reveal this truth with particular clarity. The Earth is our shared vessel. Pollution, climate change, water
scarcity, and resource destruction affect all people regardless of wealth or nationality. No political
boundary can shield anyone from the consequences of a damaged planet. Morality therefore teaches that
cooperation, empathy, and shared responsibility are necessary for collective survival. Individual happiness
without the happiness of others is an illusion. A society that recognizes this principle moves toward
coexistence, cooperation, and justice. This principle underlies many moral values and reminds us that
human lives are interconnected.

Fifth: Separating Morality from Theology

One of history’s greatest intellectual errors has been the belief that morality depends on religion. This
assumption has led societies to confine moral virtue within religious boundaries and to exclude non-
believers from the sphere of morality. Yet countless nonreligious individuals live far more morally than
many who are devout, while many religious individuals behave immorally despite their beliefs. Morality
cannot be defined by belief or disbelief. It is a human principle that both believers and non-believers can
follow. Religions arose in periods when many contemporary issues did not exist. Modern concepts such as
human rights, artificial intelligence, bioethics, banking, or end of life decisions were absent. Attempts to
extract solutions for modern moral challenges from ancient texts require strained interpretation and
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forceful reinterpretation, increasing rather than resolving disagreement. Morality must therefore stand
independently of theology. This independence may oppose some religions, because it asserts that moral
life is grounded in reason, conscience, and human experience while religion forces blind faith. A society
that fails to separate morality from theology falls into dogmatism and conflict. A society that recognizes
morality as an independent principle can embrace diverse beliefs while uniting around shared human
values.

Sixth: The Failure of Coercion and Force

A widespread social error is the belief that morality can be imposed through force. History demonstrates
that authoritarianism, violence, and external pressure do not cultivate morality. Coercion produces
compliance in appearance but never genuine commitment. True moral commitment arises from reason
and conscience, not from fear of punishment or desire for reward. A society made to appear moral through
force becomes a society of hypocrisy. People adopt the appearance of virtue to avoid punishment, yet
privately remain detached from moral values. Incentives, bribery, status, or promises of reward cannot
produce morality either. A person who behaves morally for material or social gain has not become moral.
The same applies to religious incentives. Acting morally solely in pursuit of paradise or out of fear of hell
does not constitute moral life. It is a transactional relationship rather than an internalized moral
commitment. Morality becomes stable only when grounded in inner conviction. Therefore, societies must
rely on education, awareness, and enlightenment rather than on coercion.

Seventh: The Role of Education and Culture

If a moral society is to be built, nothing is more fundamental than a healthy system of education and
culture. Morality becomes internalized only when it takes root from early childhood. When children
experience justice, empathy, respect, and rational inquiry in their families, schools, and communities,
these values become part of their character. Education must cultivate ethical understanding from
childhood to adulthood based on rational reflection and social responsibility. Ethical education should not
consist of rigid commandments, it should nurture inquiry, critical thinking, and thoughtful reflection.
Culture must support this process. Media, art, literature, and social traditions must promote values rooted
in justice, coexistence, mutual respect, and responsibility. A society that values dialogue, inquiry, and
critique never sinks into stagnation. It remains open to reform and growth. No idea remains permanently
closed. Such openness allows morality to remain dynamic and adaptable to new circumstances. Education
and culture are therefore the foundation of achieving a moral society.
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Conclusion

Humanity today needs morality more urgently than at any time in the past. No political system, religious
institution, or economic power has succeeded in producing lasting human flourishing without morality at
the center of social life. Morality gives coherence to human existence, humanizes relationships, and
creates the foundation for justice and solidarity. There is no individual path to salvation. Humanity survives
together or perishes together. Individual happiness without collective well-being is an illusion. Just as the
common vessel of humanity carries all of us to safety or sinks with all aboard, the future of humankind
depends on a shared and universal moral foundation.
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